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The New Village Centre

Jetter on page 9 shows that not everyone is convinced of the case for building a

new Village Centre. Fair enough. The proposal would cost around one third of a
million pounds and it is only right to voice any doubts and to have regular sanity
checks on the project.

The Parish Council have endorsed the proposal in principle and the first real
opportunity to discuss these proposals as a village is on Wednesday January 19th at a
public meeting in the Church room. If you are interested to find out more about what
is being proposed, or if you have something to say either for or against, then please
do try and come along. Details are on page 15.

Happy 2005

ow 2005 is upon us and I would like to wish all of you the very best of health
and happiness during the coming year.

[ would like to send particular best wishes and greetings to everybody who helps me
each month with this Parish magazine. First, and foremost Andy Bystra, who not only
contributes articles and drawings every month, but also organises the printing and
distribution. Claire Gresswell, for looking after our advertisers. John Whyte, for
taking care of the finances. Colin Higgs, for the What’s On column and other
contributions. Don Bellingham, for many years of entertaining crosswords—and John
Hardcastle, for stepping in to Don’s shoes as our regular crossword compiler. Alison
Lewis, for our monthly dose of gossip. Peter Knight, for his hugely enjoyable
Countryside Diary. Bob Wilmot, for his clergy comment and compiling the Church
service details. Shirley Ford, for Ladies Club reports.

Also many, many thanks to all of the people who contribute articles on an occasional
basis. They are always gratefully received.

Tsunami Disaster

7—0 all of us sitting here in the safety of our comfortable homes it is impossible to
imagine the suffering of those millions of people around the Indian Ocean
whose homes, livelihoods and loved ones have been torn away from them by the
worst natural disaster in living memory. It will take years for those countries to
recover, and many more people could die before the tragedy has finished unfolding.

A raffle instigated by Clare Shorrock raised hundreds of pounds at the New year’s
Eve party (see page 3). I have taken the liberty of printing some contact details for
donations on our What’s On page. A few pounds may seem like nothing to you, but it
can make the difference between life and death for so many people who now have
absolutely nothing . '

Please do make a donation if you feel able to do so.
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In your New Year’s Chronicle ~

o Miss Aston Abbotts

e VE Day Plans

e The Church Room

e 630 Club Meeting

o Peter Knight's Christmas

» The Czechoslovaks At Aston Abbotts

and much, much more......
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A note to all would be
advertisers -

More than 202 households
receive The Chronicle 11 times a
year and with rates from just £10
per annum (far cheaper than
some local Parish magazines)...

...Can you afford not to be in2
~D~

Copy date for the next issue is:
Friday 28™ January 2005

Please pass items to Phil Spooner
at The Birches in Wingrave Road
or to a member of the Production
Team as early as possible.

Printed at Waddesdon School
and distributed free of charge to
all Households in Aston Abbotts,
our local Doctor’s Surgeries and
to Wing Police House.
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Alison’s Gossip Column
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Many, many thanks to Clare Shorrock, April
Curnow, Rita Robinsen and the other gnomes
who made food and organised this year’s New
Year’s Eve party. Also thanks to Dave Lewis for
setting up the lights and doing the disco—and to
Margaret Hinds who cleared up much of the mess
whilst most of us were still snoring in our beds on
New Years day morning. It was nice to se so many
friends—new and old.

2009069040044

LOST: Clare Shorrock lost a Navy Fleece with

Red Lining at the Village Show. If anybody has

found it, please call Clare on 681260.
2006040060000

Many thanks and best wishes to Doris Scutchings,

who is now stepping down from organising the

Church Room bookings. [see page 7 ~ Ed]
2600000000000

Apparently it has now been officially documented
that in the western world if a man lusts after his
wife’s body it is considered he is perverted.

~ King B.

There’s a new Grandpa in the village but, because
he is so shy and retiring, he wants to remain
anonymous. Shame that I'm a fully paid up
member of “The Witches Coven” Neil !
Congratulations on Grandson James Anthony.

PEELPOPP 900660

Brigitte would like to say Thank You for all the
good wishes she received on her Birthday.

Juan & Brigitte hope you all had a very Merry
Christmas and may 2005 bring all that you wish
for.

THANKS

I would like to give a big thank you to all the Good
neighbours and friends who have been so helpful
and kind, both while I was in hospital and since I
have been out. Also many thanks for the lovely get
well cards [ received.

K Waite

¢ 9600020000 ¢

000960900906

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2004
The collections in Aston Abbotts amounted to
£530.57.

The area total was £1909.59.

Many thanks to those who gave and to those who
collected for this worthy cause.

~ A Rawlings P.A.O.

G904 00600046 9

Francesca Bean would like to thank all of the
ladies who helped in the preparation of food for the
village show 2004.

A X2 2 R 22 XXX

We would like to welcome David to the village and
we are sorry that his first few days in the village
were marred by his car being nicked at 5 am on New

Years Day.
2600000000000

An embroidered cushion, handmade
especially by Clare Shorrock, raised £385
for the Tsunami Disaster appeal
when it was raffled at the Aston Abbotts
New year’s Eve Party.

Winner of the raffle was Richard Clarke,
who has donated the cushion to be
auctioned in aid of the appeal at his next
gun club meeting.

(mey 2008
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Aston Foorin 7

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)

A

WA AIASALLAAAARALALLIALASLAARLALLLASAALARAARLLSb0404244
14222 bddididdiddididiiiiddidiiiiiidiiiidididiiiidddddidibid

‘4208222124202 hdiddiasidaidddiiadddiadiidddidiididdiddiiditiiididiidddiididddddaddddadal

3 Island
Lake
Fishery

COARSE FISHING

Mount Pleasant Farm
Dunton Road Stewkiey
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01442 876009
Hog Lane, Ashley Green, Bucks

Open 7 days aweek  10.30 am — 2.00 pm

Please call or visit the office if you are

FISHING LIMITED TO interested in :-
MEMBERSHIP - adopting a dog - assisting with fundraising
- dog walking - donating blankets/towels
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS collars/leads/money
WELCOME

No Dog Needlessly Destroyed

TELEPHONE 01525 240451 Registered Charity 257557  www.cdrs.btinternet.co.uk

%
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In The Village

Village Show

/ am sure there will be other, more detailed writings about
the Show put on in December. However, I should personally
like to say how very nice it was to see a return to a more
traditional Aston Abbotts Christmas Show. Not only were all
the acts extremely well performed but there also seems to have
been a better mix of sketches and musical acts than of late. I do
hope this return to a more family ‘user friendly’ show
continues.

All those involved are to be congratulated on what was in my
opinion a very ‘professionally’ produced and enjoyable
evening. The only pity is that there was just the one
performance resulting in only a limited audience being able to
enjoy it. Clearly a huge amount effort went into this
event, which, had it been put on for several nights
would have involved more villagers and their
families and had the potential to raise serious cash
for our much needed new Village Hall.

Unfortunately tickets were over-subscribed by 2/: times,
leading to many people being disappointed ~ Ed

V E Day plans

eter Miller, the Czech defense attaché, and David Frous,

the Czech press secretary, were amongst the 35 people
who met in the Church room on December 8™ to discuss a
celebration and remembrance of the second world war Czech
presence in Aston Abbotts, during next year’s VE Day
celebrations. Neil Rees from Ley Hill, writer of our recent
Czech articles, also attended.

A three-day celebration was proposed and it was suggested that
one day could be a VIP day, possibly with representatives from
the Czech Republic and also veterans of the war attending.
Other possibilities for the three days that were discussed
included an exhibition, a football match between the Czech and
Slovak embassies and Aston Abbotts, a memorial service,
twinning with a Czech town, Czech dancing, bell ringing, folk
groups, Czech films, a wartime dinner and dance, and a fly
past.

The meeting discussed the possibility of obtaining grants to
funds these activities. A committee was elected to plan the
events, co-opting representatives from the various social
groups in Aston Abbotts, from the parish council, and from
Wingrave. The next meeting for the group will be on the 12th
January when they will progress the grant application and start
to draw up an agenda for the weekend.

The proposed date for the celebrations is the May Bank
Holiday weekend, as this falls just before VE Day.

~ Phil Spooner

Children’s Play Area

W any people have been concerned over the potential loss of
the equipment in the children’s play area on the Rec, due
to it no longer meeting modern safety standards.

There is good news. The Parish Council has come up with a
plan to tackle this problem and you can read about its in Kate
Curry’s Parish Council report on page 19.

~ Phil Spooner

630 Meeting Friday 3rd Dec.

#s the 630 Club is now entering it’s 12th year and
membership continues to grow steadily, it was decided to
hold a brief meeting to review our aims and agree a programme
of forthcoming events.

We concluded our aims should remain to;-

a. Providing a warm welcome to those newcomers to the
village wishing to become involved in it's activities.

b. With the minimum of formality, to enjoy ourselves at
6.30 pm. Saturday ‘gatherings’ in the pub and organise
events held for the benefit of members and their
families.

1t was also agreed that there would be no ceiling on
membership numbers.

The annual ‘sub’ will increase to £20.00 per year. This remains
payable on the 1st Jan. and anyone not ‘paid-up’ by the 1st of
Feb. will be excluded for the following year. Cash raised by
subs will be used for items such as deposits for transport,
hiring halls, ‘decorations’ for parties/discos, flowers for ailing
partners etc. There will be a review of cash held at the end of
the year.

To give a focus to member’s views and suggestions concerning
the Club it was decided to nominate Pete Elwood as Club
Chairman. Bob Bean has agreed to continue as Treasurer and
Andy Bystra as Secretary

Calendar of events for 2005.
a. St George's Night Dinner
b. A visit to Tring Brewery with lunch

¢. A summer picnic with sports followed by an evening
event

d. An autumn evening at the 'dogs' with dinner
Other events to be investigated;

a. Tour of Westminster

b. Visit to the Tower of London

¢. Gliding at Dunstable

d. Go carting

It was also agreed that members should be available
to generally assist with the Czechoslovakian’s visit to
AA. next year to mark VE Day

Aston Egg-otis?

# planning consultant acting on behalf of Kinsale
agriculture, who specialise in organic egg production, will
make a presentation to the parish council outlining a proposal
to build an egg production unit with 60,000 hens housed in
three units next to Freemason’s Wood, at Norduck.

It should be stressed that this is not a planning application at
present - it is a proposal. Anybody wishing to know more
about how this might affect the village should attend the parish
council meeting at 8 o’clock on January 12% in the Church
room, when the presentation will be made by the eggspert
{sorry, sorry — 1 just couldn’t help if].

~ Phil Spooner

Unawary 2005
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M scowm " aman, BUTLERS

AT YOUR SERVICE

3
ITCHER

We specialise in airport and long distance work:-

PAINTER AND DEC ORATOR % Fixed prices - what we quote is what you pay

& GENERAL REPAIRS * No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
unsocial hours
“VALENTINE COTTAGE” * Absolutely no hidden charge
43 QU AINTON ROAD * Modern air conditioned cars
NORTH MARSTON FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE
BUCKS Piease Ring Colin on:-
MK18 3PR 01296 583577
Home 01296 670950 07802 746711
Mobile 07803 610 152
E-mail: colin.butler@taxidriver.co.uk
e— www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

$3 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP2x1 7EY

Kitchens - Bedrooms
Studies - Offices
Fitted Furniture

& C&tc

A Peaceful Country retreat K i Ic hen S & [ n teriors seaLonts

for your Cat in Spacious ASIOCIATION .
Heated Farm Accommodation

Showroom at

in a converted barn

Fach usit ncorporates Tring Tel: 01442 890808
Voo it vey sy Herts

All diets catered for - HP23 4BB Eve’: 01296 688878
T 24 hour supervision

Secure and peaceful -
& Inspections welcomed

YR .
Mrs Gillan Alsander - You Could Aidvertise Here...
South Tinkers Hole Farm, A half page advert costs just £25 for a whole year (11 issues)
Cublington Rd, Wing Phone Claire Gresswell on 01296 682949 ~ cgresswell@abbotts19.fsnet.co.uk
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Christingle And All That!

ttendances at church throughout the year (at least on the

few occasions I have been there) seems to have been rather
sparse with congregations of around five or six. I'm sure there
must have been occasions when the Bell Ringers have out
numbered the congregation.

During the past month or so however, numbers seem to have
progressively increased; probably reaching the dizzy heights of
eleven or twelve. Whether the onset of winter means there are
fewer ‘outdoor’ temptations, or because the times of Services
have changed from 11.00 to 10.00, or maybe because people
are finding the increasing number of Lay led and even 'do-it-
yourself' Services more appealing I don't know.

Spirited bell ringing no doubt contributed to this year's
Christingle Service held on the 19th of December being
seasonally well attended, and it was nice to see the Church
quite full. The giving of heavily symbolic Christingles, with
their lighted candles, was a nice reminder of the true meaning
of Christmas. No ordinary Service this though. We were
welcomed in with some very lively, seasonal music, courtesy
of the Rowsham Band (or is it so large now we should call it an
orchestra!) in which our Vicar, Bob, plays a 'mean’ trombone.
No surprises with obscure carols either; they were all well
known, and, aided and abetted by the band, sung with
considerable gusto. The band just couldn't help making sure we
all left in the best of spirits by 'playing us out' to the
accompaniment of a couple of jazz numbers. Great! - Thanks!

The 10.00 Service on Christmas Day was again heralded with
the efforts of our Bell Ringers. Once again there was a sizeable
congregation and well known carols the ‘order of the
day’ The result was a real ‘feel good’ factor and a @
tremendous way to start Christmas Day.

27th Nov. Towscester

ﬁ s a somewhat impartial observer, I have to say I find horse
racing a ‘funny old business’. For many years, Tony Hinds
and chums have given their undivided patronage to attending
the Hennesey Gold Cup meeting each November. Two years
ago they kindly invited me along; the 'carrot' as it were being a
pretty decent fried breakfast in a pub, just before going onto
the course. Washed down with a Guinness or two, it proved to

Aston Abbotis Church Room

¢ have fought for many years to keep the Booking System

for the Church Room as simple as possible. Aston
Abbotts has always been a friendly Village, and there have
only occasionally been times when it would have been useful
for us to have had something down in writing. From Ist
January 2005 we are introducing a new Booking System for
the Church Room.

We have given serious thought to our Conditions of Hire and
the acceptance of these will form the basis of our agreement
with those who use the Church Room. This again has been
something that we have been reluctant to put down on paper -
and, even though many in the Village may not believe it, we
hoped that the task of writing it down would fall to the group
who were proposing to Lease the Church Room from us.

We are most grateful to Doris Scutchings for acting as Booking
Secretary for the Church Room for very many years, but she
has decided that the time has now come for her to stop being
the person who deals with these Bookings - even though we
have tried to keep the new system fairly simple.

In future Colin Higgs will be the person to contact for
Bookings. For each "occasional" booking he will provide a
copy of the Terms and Conditions (which will also be
displayed in the Church Room) and a Booking Form. This
Booking Form must be completed and returned for parties and
all occasional functions.

A £50 returnable Deposit (to ensure that the Church Room is
left clean and tidy at the end of the Hire Period) and all Hiring
Charges will be required before the Key will be released to the
Hirer. The return of the Deposit at the end of the Hiring period
will depend on the prompt return of the Key.

The revised Hiring Charges for 2005 will be:

For Villagers: £5 per hour (plus metered electricity) and
£50 Booking Deposit (Returnable)

For Non-Villagers: £10 per hour (plus electricity) and £50
Booking Deposit (Returnable)
The rates for Regular Users (e.g. Ladies Club) remain
unchanged.
~ Bob Willmott

be an undeniably great way to start the day, but a day which progressively went down hill.

Newbury racecourse in November is probably the coldest, dampest and draughtiest place in the UK. Add to these miserable
conditions the apparent need to give frequent donation to loud and animated bookies and it isn't long before you start wishing you

were elsewhere!

Following the 2003 meeting at Newbury, these feelings must have permeated through to all ‘the chums’, resulting this year, in
Tony (not getting any younger himself) changing the venue to Towcester and going decidedly up-market by taking one of their

brand new hospitality suites.

Dank conditions on the course were replaced by a large, pleasant room on the second floor of the stand (almost opposite the
winning post). It was carpeted, warm and even had its own balcony outside should you be
masochistic enough to want to leave its embrace. Three tables were beautifully laid for what

was clearly going to be ‘posh nosh’. Facilities included screens to watch racing on other
courses, or, in Tim’s case rugby when no one else was looking! Perhaps the nicest 'facility'
of all was a lovely young lady who dedicated her entire afternoon to ensuring we had
whatever we wanted to drink as well as serving a three course lunch followed by a pretty

decent afternoon tea.

Of course, it was still obligatory to make frequent donation to the bookies but this could be
done without going outside, and in any event, under such luxurious

circumstances was ‘almost’ a pleasure.

Tony! Many congratulations on organising such a great day out.

e

(Z(aaary 2005
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UNISEX HAIR SALON
MANOR FARM COURTYARD
ROWSHAM.
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT ON
01296 681282
OR

07810488938
PRICE LIST II
Wet cut £10.00
Wet cut (long hair) £12.50 JESSICA®
Cut & blow-dry £15.00
Cut & blow-dry (long hair) £17.50 JESSICA
Blow dry (short hair) £8.50 MANICURES
Blow dry (long hair) £10.00
Dry put up £15.00
Shampoo & set & put up £22.50
Shampoo & set £10.00 _
GENTS IO R N\
Wet cut £7.50 L. E l__
COLOUR TREATMENTS EROFPESSIIONNEL
Cap highlights £15.00 COLOURS &
Full head highlights £40.00 PRODUCTS USED

Half head highlights £27.50

Full head tint from £35.50

Regrowth tint £30.00

Permanent wave (half head) £27.50
Permanent wave (full head) £32.50
Intensive conditioning treatments £7.50

THIS MONTIIS
OFFER!
Highlights & cut
& blow-dry only
£45.00
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Lefters To The Editor

Cruel Yule

We returned home on the Sunday evening before Christmas, to
find that the fairy lights I'd put up in our tree in the front
garden, had been mysteriously, yet clearly unceremoniously,
ripped from the branches. The remnants lay on the grass, 1
discovered the next morning.

I was upset by this . . . . not least because I'd had to balance on
the brick pillar to get the things up there . . . but more
seriously, not half as upset as our daughter Olivia, for whom
Christmas, at the age of 6, is a magical time of friendliness and
kindness. Apparently not this year. Fortunately, she is used to
Dad's DIY being, shall we say, less than perfect. A handy
excuse for a thoughtless act.

Of course detective work is pointless these days.

I'd simply like to imagine it was a drunken act of someone
passing through the village, caught between childhood and
adulthood, as we all are for a time. If it was another child, from
here or elsewhere, it's a real shame. I feel more sorry for their
parents - clearly any money spent on presents this year, will be
wasted on a child who has this little respect for property,
Christmas and other people's feelings.

Reactionary, over-sensitive claptrap from the Home

Counties ?..... maybe . . . . but that's something that you can
decide based on your own values. Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

All the best,
Simon Gresswell

Ayleshury Careers Springboard
Hi,

I am getting in touch to let you know about the opening of a
new project in Aylesbury called Aylesbury Careers
Springboard. It is a free of charge, self-help group for
redundant or unemployed managers, professionals and
technical staff who are looking to get back to work. Meetings
will be held every Wednesday evening at 8.00pm starting on
12 January 2005 at St Mary's Church, St Mary's Square,
Aylesbury. There will be a programme delivered by speakers
from the volunteer Careers Springboard group in Gerrards
Cross, who have been running this very successful programme
for ten years, covering CVs, networking, interim management,
job search techniques, self - presentation, starting your own
business etc. Volunteers from the Aylesbury area will be
running the activities from the Spring.

Any manager/professional who is looking for work, and
needing help or company in their job search is very welcome to
join the group.

Further details can be found on the Careers Springboard web

site www.careersspringboard.info or email isabella@know-
howworks.co.uk or telephone 01753 870664

I hope it will be possible for you to publicise this group using
your magazine or any other medium !

Regards, Isabella

Isabella Kerr, Project Manager

Know-how Works, Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce
467 Malton Avenue, Slough, SL14QU

01753870664

isabella@know-howworks.co.uk www.know-howworks.co.uk

Aston Abbotis’ Answer to the Millennium Dome?
Burston Cottage Cublington Road
Dear Phil,

I hate being the only one with a negative view on the subject,
but, at the risk of ruffling a few feathers, I cannot allow Neil
Chesher’s two-page spread in the December Chronicle to go
unchallenged.

Neil’s article is rather long on generalities, but short on
specifics. He gives a number of reasons why the new village
centre could be built - suitable site, planning permission
probable, Aston Abbotts folk good at raising money, etc. - but
rather fewer on why it should be built.

Specifically, before supporting this project, I would like Neil,
or Colin, or someone else ‘in the know’ to provide answers to
the following questions:

a) How many times was the Village Hall hired out in 2004
(or 2003, if this year’s figures have not yet been
tallied)?

b) Who hired it?
¢) How much revenue was generated from hiring it out?
d) Taking costs into account, how much profit was made?

¢) What are the likely building costs of a new Village
Hall?

f) What are the anticipated annual revenues from the new
Village Hall?

g) Who would use it that doesn’t already use the existing
hall? It simply isn’t adequate to say: ‘the new hall will
be bigger, so more people would use it’. Where’s the
evidence?

Without reasonable answers to this list of questions, I fear that
general enthusiasm could lead to us finishing up with a rather
large white elephant in our midst.

Kind regards,
Mike Wenble

Fair questions Mike, although I think that a purpose-built
Jacility could have many more uses than are currently possible
in the Church Room. This is why the open Village Meeting in
The Church Room on the 19th January is so important. This
will be a forum where questions such as these can be asked. It
is strongly hoped that both supporters and doubters of the
proposed development will attend. Detail on page 15 ~ Ed

VE Day 2005

A number of English speaking
Czechoslovakians will be visiting to help
us celebrate the 60th Anniversary of V.E.
Day and we need to find them some
accommodation. One or two people have
volunteered rooms and we would like to
make a list of possible “billets” so that we
can be as hospitable as possible. Piease,
if you feel you could help, contact April on
681459 to discuss.

Uranary 2005
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HOT NEWS

from Cornwall!

We have bought a pub in North Cornwall - the Ring o’ Bells in St Issey!! (It's on the main
road between Padstow and Wadebridge.) It's a seventeenth century country pub with a
lively community atmosphere to it (much like our own in Aston Abbotts!), and a busy 50
seat restaurant serving up delicious home-cooked food, including fresh fish specials
created by our chef Peter Quentin Francis. We have a roaring log fire and cosy leather
sofas to relax in.

We also have four B&B rooms in the pub, three doubles and a twin, all ensuite. So, for a
weekend getaway or longer if you prefer to have someone do all the cooking for you, why
not spend some leisure time with us in Cornwall. There are regular flights from Stansted
to Newquay and we can collect you from the airport, if you require.

It's the perfect base for exploring the North Cornish coast, with so many things to do

nearby - walking, fishing, playing golf, horse-riding, shooting, probably any kind of
watersport that you can think of, to name just a few!

Bed & breakfast at the pub is £30 per person per night.

Don't forget, we still have the two traditional Cornish cottages, available for self-catering
holidays, weekend breaks - or any time that you want to get away from it all.

TREGERRICK - A cosy two bedroom cottage in the historic fishing village of Padstow, just
up the road from TV chef Rick Stein‘s restaurant and 400m from the harbour. It is fully
furnished and fully equipped for self-catering with all the usual mod cons, including

TV/DVD, CD player/radio, dishwasher, telephone, washer/drier, microwave, gas central
heating and open fireplace.

ANNET - Another two bedroom 18™ century character cottage with garden, three miles
from Padstow, opposite the church in St. Issey, near the village pub and backing onto
fields with a footpath leading to the Camel estuary and the famous Camel Trail for walkers
& cyclists. Newly refurbished, with original slate floors, pine floors, exposed stone walls,
tedge & brace doors and a brand new modern kitchen. All mod cons - TV/DVD, CD/radio,
dishwasher, washing machine, microwave, gas central heating, shower and bath.

Price for a week'’s self catering starts at just £225.00 for up to four people

Please contact us for further details:
Andy & Sally

Email: andyars@hotmail.com
Mobile: 0774 295 7684

Pub: 01841 540251
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Letter From The Algarve
Ola, como esta
CASA BRANCA

fyens

We are sorry that this news letter has taken so long but wheels
grind very slowly here and at the time of writing (eight weeks
in residence) we are still awaiting a phone line and internet
connection, but when it eventually gets here it will be
broadband. ..

Firstly we would like to thank you all for your best wishes,
cards, and the hospitality we were given in our final weeks in
Aston Abbotts - you were all very kind and we miss you
already.

Thinking back on our last few months in A.A. we thought we
would never get here, the problems of a normal domestic move
are bad enough but to up sticks and move a complete home
overseas is full of hidden problems,

Some of you will remember the size of the lorry that collected
our contents and car, well we only filled one third of it, two
more homes were loaded after us...during the loading of our
car, it almost fell of the back of the lorry... literally....and on
arrival in Portugal we found out that it had sustained some
slight damage underneath....so we arrived at our new home

with no transport and two cats in a very large box... We thought

that moving our cats abroad would be the difficult part of the
journey but this turned out not to be the case, all the paperwork
we had to have to leave the U.K. was never looked at by the
authorities either in England or Portugal, they went through

THAMES VALLEY

ré&

check in with us and on
arrival at Faro they were
handed to us by a baggage
handler and we put the cat
box on a luggage trolley
and walked unchecked
through customs. For those
interested they have settled
in very well after a few
early upsets, Willy got sick
and spent 3 days as an in-
patient at the Vets (very
cheap here!), so not to be
out done Harry went
AWOL for 24 hours...he
came back dirty but with
no ill effects.

When we moved in on 18th
August the house and
garden were nearly finished
well we can report that 8
weeks on it is still "nearly
finished", but happily there
are fewer workmen (and
workwomen), gardeners,
electricians, plumbers, painters and pool men with each passing
day to disturb our peace and tranquility. We now understand
the meaning of the phrase "Well you are living in Portugal
now!!" Amanha, Amanha...

For those of you who have not been to this beautiful corner of
the Algarve, it has wonderful scenery, a leisurely pace of life,
very drinkable wines and of course the odd basket of sardines
thrown in for good measure... Oh! and we nearly forgot

fabulous weather....... ... Welove it

We hope you all have a Very Merry (alcoholically speaking)
Christmas and a Prosperous (financially speaking) New
Year.... Hope to see you all when we visit in 2005....

~ Love from John & Anne Brancker.

Read the full Aston Abbotts
Village Centre Feasibility Study
at:

www.aachronicle.co.uk

Details of the Open Meeting to
discuss this project on page 15

0845 8 505 505

the new single number for Thames Valley Police

in an emergency call 999
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Airports — Stations — Courier
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« Antique Repair & Restoration
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Call To Book: o 30 Years Experience
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TONY’'S TRANSPORT SERVICES Household Removals, light haulage, garden
waste, and anything you want moved—I will do it. Friendly reliable service, local

rates, any distance (even to Portugal)—full van within 200 miles radius. Contact Tony
on 01525 240894 — mobile 07753 272 490
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Peter Knight's Countryside Diary

12th December

So far we have seen nothing of the hard winter that some
“bright spark” forecast. In fact, so far this winter is showing
signs of being the mildest for however many years. We have
had caterpillars still feeding on our brassicas on December 1st -
this must be a record and one we could do without. Another
oddity is that a crown of asparagus has sent up four good edible
shoots. Picking asparagus in December - now there’s a record.

We have the good fortune to be able to graze some meadows at
Hulcott. The sheep have to be out of the fields by 1st December
but up till then I have the pleasure of shepherding at Hulcott.
This autumn the brook has only flooded once, but what a
proliferation of wildlife those floods brought. Although only a
small area there were mallards, swans and gulls on the water,
and a great flock of lapwings round the margins. Rooks and
crows were also foraging at the water’s edge. Not a huge
variety of bird life, but hundreds in number. Fifteen years ago
we used to farm Scott’s Grove Farm, Thame, as part of the
estate and this flooded regularly over many acres to a depth of
two feet. Moles were rampant in those meadows - the fields
could be flooded for a fortnight and then as soon as the water
went down up came fresh molehills. I find it difficult to believe
that the moles kept their burrows watertight, but I have to
conclude that they must have done so. Flooding never seemed
to cut their numbers, they survived somehow and got to work
as soon as the water went down.

I hadn’t seen so many deer this year as last, that is until this
week. On one morning four grazing on emerging beans and
two surprisingly big ones lying out in a field of winter barley.
The four, though 1/4 mile away were disquieted to see me and
moved away. The two, rather more sandy in colour and larger
than most water deer, seemed unperturbed and didn’t even
stand up although 1 was only 200 yards away. There is no
doubt they are getting used to people in some places. Alex was
driving through Bedgrove at 10 pm one night and there in front
of the car stood a deer in the middle of the main road. I see the
Bucks Herald had a photo of a Wallaby ! Whatever next - the
elusive Puma?

Something savage is out there. One of our sheep at Hulcott had

a large bite taken
out of its back leg.
No, not teeth
marks, a big
mouthful of flesh
missing and the
sheep still alive.
Although dogs will
do this I don’t
think it was a dog
as the rest of the
flock were quiet
and undisturbed.
I can only
assume that the
old ewe was
asleep (ararity

in itself) and a
badger came

up and helped
himself. |

can’t believe a fox
would be strong
remove the one pound of flesh.

enough to

A fox has caused us trouble in a rather different way. My dog
and I came upon a dreadful sight - a young fox suffering from
mange - sarcoptic mange to be exact - a dreadful highly
contagious condition which was passed on to my dog. To cap it
all the product I used to treat my dogs with for mange has now
been withdrawn from the market. We have to make do with a
product that is less effective in the name of environmental
safety.

How many more suffering infected foxes will there be when
hunting is stopped?

no housework,
no cooking,
no cleaning ...

(Received via email—source unknown)

A man walked into a pub. The bartender asked if he
would like to try the pub’s special challenge.

“If you can grab the T-bone steaks from that high
ceiling over there I will give you a months supply of
beer. However, if you fail you have to give me one
thousand pounds”.

The man thought about this.
He looked at the ceiling.

He looked at the T-bones
He looked at the beer taps

Finally he said, “ After thinking about it, I don’t
think I should risk it”

“Why is that?” asked the bartender.
The man replied, “The steaks are too high.”

(mey 2005
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herdsires e sales e training e advice e agistment e products

A few acres to spare?  Want to diversify?
Interested in growing your own fibre?

Then ALPACAS might be foryou..............

They are members of the Camelid family originating from South America but have adapted well
to life in the UK. They are bred for their soft, light, warm luxurious fibre and calm temperament.

We have alpacas for sale & provide help, advice & training to those interested in owning them.

See our website or contact us for more details

www.livanti-alpacas.com

info@livanti-alpacas.com

s 01296 682605 07976 671701
Livanti Alpacas

waturaily cwriacs'  Livanti Alpacas, Aston Abbotts — Home to Champions

|

YOu Ne.e.d T.O.Om™

(Lhe Other Option) PLANNING & BUILDING
ot-for-| ‘ganisation
We have been in business since l::bru:'ry 2003 a?dl our REGULATIONS DRAWINGS ’
service is proving to be popular and successful
You Need TOO™ provides a sympathetic and flexible PARTV WALL MAT“-ERS
personal accompanied companion service.

Companions will give CONSTANT ASSISTANCE and | PROJECT PERVISION

are friendly, reliable and trustworthy. No journey is too
farl Wheelchair users are welcome. Our rates are ot SR RS 8 1o
affordable.- iE

« An appointment taking 1hr 45mins - £16.00 AN g ff A
» A shopping trip taking 1hr 15mins - £12.00 NN\ bl S
¢ A companion in your home for a 7hr day - £50.00 PN ¢ &
Please note: our charges are calculated per booking NOT per person \, '
Our service is available 365 days a year

e = DAVID ROWE ‘/‘
" Dip Surv MCIOB F

TO FIND OUT ivio ARG RAL
Visit our website at wwa.younz%too.co.uk ; & TECHNICAL
E il i dtoo.co.
O call and spesk 1o oo Miaherte o mank TEL gfffg’a 2529
RING US NOW ON (01296) 681902 _
FOR CARING COMPANIONS ' mos 07867 977 575

YOU KNOW You Need T.0.0.™
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The New Aston Abbotts Village Centre

Village Open Meeting

The Parish Council has endorsed the plan to build a
new Village Centre for Aston Abbotts.

An extract from the plan was published in the
December's Chronicle and the full plan is on line at

www.aachronicle.co.uk/news
There will be a Village Open meeting at

8.00 pm on Wednesday 19" January
in the Church Room

Please come along, be involved, see the drawings
and have your say in the project.

We will take the opportunity to introduce
everyone to the plan. You are invited to bring
suggestions as to the content, the range of
activities and how to finance the new Cenftre.

A question and answer session will be followed by
an initial plan of action.

Be there and contribute to the
future life of Aston Abbotts

rauary 2005 The CHRONICLE - Puge 75




BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY VILLA TO RENT
AT LOS ALCAZERES, MURCIA, SPAIN

Los Alcazeres nestles in the South East of
Spain on the Costa Calida (warm coast),
on the shores of the Mar Menor (Small
Sea). It's in Murcia, an area popular with
Spanish and English holidaymakers, where
traditional towns and villages have the
facilities of the busy Costa Blanca and
Costa Del Sol, but none of the high rise
hotels and apartments.

Our newly built house is just 30 meters
from the golden sands of Los Alcazeres
beach which meanders for 5km along the
shores of the Mar Menor. The sea is
incredibly calm and warm (over 30C in
summer — absolutely perfect for young and
old alike, families and couples.

Sporting activities abound and there’s
Shopping and culture in Cartagena (15
mins) and Murcia (30 mins), as well as a
host of natural salt spas and mineral baths,
beautiful coast, beaches and countryside.

The Mar Menor area is acknowledged by
the World Health Organisation as being the
healthiest place in Europe! It's no surprise,
with an average 320 days sunshine per
year, low rainfall, hot summers and winter
temperatures the best in Spain.

All of this less than 2 hours from Luton
Airport, with a direct low-cost flight to
Murcia Airport (10 minutes drive to the
house) with Ryan Air........

Available for rent throughout the
year including Easter and Summer
School Holidays, Half Term,
Christmas and New Year

per week

N
< >
(approx. £320)

From €500
N

From €500

per week
(approx. £320)

BEACH HOUSE.....
* 1 minute walk from 5km long sandy beach

* Local bars and restaurants 5 minutes walk
« Supermarkets, banks, cinema 10 minutes walk
* 10 minute drive from Murcia Airport

LUXURY .....

+ 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms — sleeps up to 7

» Air Conditioning / Central Heating throughout

+ Marble flooring, Luxury furnishings

+ Fully fitted kitchen - Hob, Oven, Microwave etc
« Dishwasher, washing machine

+ TV, DVD, CD, Radio

* Lounge and Dining Area

» Underground garage for 4 cars

LEISURE ACTIVITIES.....
+ 3 Golf Courses at La Manga, 4 at Villamartin
« Sailing, Windsurfing, Kitesurfing, canoeing
» Cycling, walking, horse riding, fishing
+ 13 Dive Centres, 8 Tennis Centre
« and mile upon mile of glorious sandy beaches

GETTING THERE.....
* Direct flights to Murcia Airport from

Luton with Ryan Air
Gatwick, Stanstead with Ryan Air
Birmingham with My Travel Lite
* To Alicante Airport (40 minute drive) -
60 charter flights / week + EasyJet from Luton

For more information and
pictures visit our web site
www.espanolvillas.com

Or Call Andi and Becky Swain
on 01296 641848
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Peter Knigh¥'s Christmas

‘f ince the editor seemed to like my last bit of nostalgic
writing I thought it worth having another seasonal attempt.
Most months I expect to get a “rejection slip” - it’s bound to
come sometime.

Nevertheless, here is a memory of Christmas past...

Christmas Day was no different from any other day in that it
began 6 am in the cowshed, but we had to get there...

Uncle would wake me at 5.45. I would dress quickly searching
for my clothes which had been carefully placed under the top
blanket of the bed the night before. Here they kept slightly
warm, but at least dry. There was no heater in the upstairs of
the farmhouse and in the winter everything seemed cold and
damp. Once dressed, clatter down the bare stairs and for brief
minutes warm-up in front of the comforting Rayburn stove.
Brace myself, and then into the scullery for the Wellingtons
which, though indoors, would be hard and cold. Then outside -
stumble across the yard, dash through the barn to the cowshed
door. Here, no matter what the weather, rain sleet or snow, the
world changed.

To step inside the cowshed and close the two halves of the door
behind you, speak to the cows and switch on the light, it really
seems another, and to me, lovely world. First of all the warmth,
the comforting warmth of 20 contented cows. I now know that
each cow gave out the same heat as a one bar electric fire, but
then, suffice it to say that compared to my bedroom it was
heaven. Then it was the smell - not the acid smell of silage and
dung as today, but the sweet lovely smell of hay, rolled oats
and the homely smell of the cows themselves. Then sounds
gradually came to the ear, a cow coughs gently, the clink of her
neck chain as she moved her head to look at me - the sound of

chewing and hooves on the concrete as a cow gets up. Maisy,
the greedy one, may well low, wanting her rolled oats and
beans.

Uncle has assembled the milking buckets and switched on the
vacuum pump. I have shovelled more oats and beans into the
barrow and we are ready to go. Always start with the same
cow, talk to her as a friend, press your head into her warm flank
and hear her stomach working on yesterday’s food.

The routine gets underway - 20 cows to milk. I can manage on
my own. Uncle goes to feed pigs and prepare the churns and
cooler in the dairy. I’'m alone with my friends - they were far
more than animals - we had known every one since birth. We
knew their individual habits, their likes and dislikes, their
pecking order within the herd. We supplied food and housing
and they provided milk and thereby a comfortable living by the
standards of the 1950s. It was a pleasure to milk your own
COWS.

Auntie’s voice breaks my quiet world of gentle sounds - “I’ve
brought a tray of tea. Happy Christmas”. Tea in the cowshed - a
full tray with Pot’s, mugs and sugar (milk we had) - there on
the windowsill against the Stockholm tar and the Curry Combs.
Fresh steaming tea - I fill a mug,having squirted milk from
Maisy’s front quarter. Two spoons of sugar. Could life get any
better than this - in the cowshed, Christmas morning on a
Leicestershire farm?

God was, most surely, in his English heaven.... so was L.

e
Kids On Marriage
A number of American kids aged 8-10 were asked about
marriage. Here are some of their answers.
How do you decide whom to marry?

You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if
you like sports, she should like it that you like sports, and she
should keep the chips and dip coming. ~ Alan, age 10

No person really decides before they grow up who they’re
going to marry. God decides it all way before, and you get to
find out later who you’re stuck with. ~ Kirsten, age 10

What is the right age to get married?

Twenty-three is the best age because you know the person
FOREVER by then. ~ Camille, age 10

How can a stranger tell if two people are married?

You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be
yelling at the same kids. ~ Derrick, age 8

What do you think your mom and dad have in common?
Both don’t want any more kids. ~ Lori, age 8
What do most people do on a date?

Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to
know each other. Even boys have something to say if you listen
long enough. ~ Lynnette, age 8

On the first date, they just tell each other lies, and that usually
gets them interested enough to go for a second date. ~ Martin,
age 10

When is it okay to kiss someone?
When they’re rich. ~ Pam, age 7

The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t want to
mess with that, ~ Curt, age 9

The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should
marry them and have kids with them. It’s the right thing to do.
~ Howard, age 8

What would you do on a first date that was turning sour?

I"d run home and play dead. The next day I would call all the
newspapers and make sure they wrote about me in all the dead
columns. ~ Craig, age 9

(fmazy 2005
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Hair by Jane

In the comfort of
Your own home

20 years experience
Special rates for
pensioners

For enquiries or appointment
please ring Jane on:-

01296 437624
or
07778 971848 (mobhile)

For bookings & further dutails on werksheps please
contact

Wrs tlnine Harris 01296 681106 or 07985 366095
(Evenings)

taxation matters

Chartered Cerlified
Agcountants and Business
Advisars

Now is a good time to start thinking
about completing your Self-
Assessment tax return.

Need help?
Please give Paul Benham or
Anne Powell a call.

Tel: 01296 611511
Fax: 01296 611515

Litton House, 52-56 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire. HP20 2LL

Painting and Decorating

Snterior and Cxterior
including specielist finishes
graining, marbling, murals efc.

Highest quality work,

lomest refes

References available.

L2 Wering 01296 685185

For a friendly and
T —- professional service
for your business and

/—- GP PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

e

4 Al Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken

-
Igf Free Call Opt & Estimates

\ Tel: 01296 584019
Mobile: 07702286512

~ QUALIFIED CARPENTER

RELIABLE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KITGHEN, FLOORING, WARDROBES, DOORS,
DECKING, ANY HOUSEHOLD CARPENTRY
NO JOB TOO SMALL

COME ON LADIES! GET SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO ALL THOSE JOBS YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
HUBBY TO DO FOR AGES!

PHONE ANDY ON: 01525 240691
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council

Unofficial minutes from the meeting held on 1st December
2004

Present

Clirs. C. Higgs (Chair), P.Shorrock, J.Farrands, M.Kent, D.
Dicken, T. Manning and Mrs. K. Curry. Twelve members of
the public attended. Apologies were received from Richard
Clarke and Peter Cooper.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed.

Clerk's Report

Nash's Farm - transfer of land from Banner Homes to AVDC.
This transfer is now almost complete; when it is, the Parish
Council will be in a position to ask AVDC to transfer the land
to the village.

County Council, District Council And Police
Matters

No one was present from any of the above organisations. It
was decided to remove the yellow warning sign from The
Green as it has become dilapidated and is an eyesore.

Avdc Touring Aris Programme

It was agreed to apply for the Music in Quiet Places and Perfect
Village Sunday from the touring arts programme for 2005.

CPRE Letter Re Ayleshury As A Growth Area
Resolved to write to the Government to challenge their
decision to ignore the findings of the independent panel set up
to conduct a public examination of the above strategy. The
letter will be in line with the recommendations of CPRE.

Consider Quotation For New Parish Council
Noticeboard

Resolved to approve the inclusion of £300 in the budget for
2005-6 for a new Parish Council noticeboard.

Draft Proposal For New Village Centre

Neil Chesher and Simon Gresswell gave a short presentation on
the proposed project, outlining the research they have
undertaken so far. It was emphasised that this would be an
important project for the village, but that there would need to
be a village 'will' to make it work. The ideal site for a new build
would be on the Recreation Ground, and use of this site would
have the support of AVDC Planning Department. They said
that a new hall would be of tremendous benefit to the village
and a very attractive facility to have, possibly incorporating not
only sports and recreational facilities, but also other benefits
such as a doctor's day surgery. The site would also have the
minimum 'nuisance factor', being situated on the far side of the
Recreation Ground.

The report was well received by members of the Parish

Council, though the matter of a restrictive covenant on the use
of the Recreation Ground was raised. It was agreed that it was
necessary to have a public meeting for residents of the village

to air their views, and this is planned to take place on January
19th 2005.

Resolved to endorse the project and accept it as an official
Village Plan.

Report from Recreation Ground Commiittee - Jackie Farrands
reported that a newly formed committee has been looking at

replacing the equipment in the children's play area. The total
cost would be in the region of £25,000, and a business plan has
been devised. This would involve the PC taking out a loan of
£10,000, repayable over 5 years at a cost of approximately
£2300 per year. The precept would have to be raised to
accommodate these repayments. AVDC are prepared to match
that £10,000, leaving £5000 to be raised by local fundraising
and other grants.

The committee believes it already has the support of many
village residents for this project, and would like to involve
local children in the decisions about what style of equipment to
purchase.

The Parish Council unanimously resolved to approve the taking
out of a £10,000 loan over 5 years, raising the precept to fund
it.

Safety check - children's play area - up to date.

Graffiti - discuss possible solutions to the problem of graffiti in
the children's play area. (N.B. This item to be deferred to
January 2005).

Draft Budget For 2005-6

To discuss the draft Budget for 2005-6 - the draft budget
prepared by the Clerk was discussed at length, and it was
agreed in principle to set a precept for 2005-6 of £8500. This
will be ratified at the next meeting.

®  04/02971/APP Aston Abbotts Church Room. Single
storey side extension - renewal of 99/01346/APP.
Resolved to support this application on the grounds that
it will preserve a village amenity

Highways

To consider whether to add another street lamp in Moat Lane
and one in Wingrave Road - Resolved to continue with the bid
to obtain grant funding for the above, provided no input is
required from Parish Council funds.

To consider whether to request that a footpath be put between
Wingrave Road and Wingrave Crossroads. Resolved not to
pursue this proposal.

To consider whether to request that a footpath be put between
The Green and Lines Hill (along Moat Lane). Resolved not to
pursue this proposal.

Date Of Next Meeting

To confirm that the next Meeting of Aston Abbotts Parish
Council will be on Wednesday 12th January 2005 at 8 pm in
the Church Room.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO COME ALONG
~ Kate Curry—Parish Clerk

Uravary 2005
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LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - rRepalrs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

7Y ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED EZ%)

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 681543

YOUR NEW LOCAL MOT CENTRE

By Appointment 8.30am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday.
(Saturday mornings by arrangement)

PLUS all the usual services;-
Petrol Sales
Servicing and Repairs
Free Courtesy Car
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job!
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Miss Aston Abbotis 2004

was just so excited when I heard that there

was to be a Miss Aston Abbotts 2004
competition! When the day arrived I could
hardly put on my lippy for my trembling hands.
I rushed down to the Church Room in a fluster
of extreme excitement and anticipation, but
nothing had prepared me for the surprise shock
of the evening—M iss Aston Abbotts 1979 had
returned in attempt to recapture past glories and
regain her crown! Oh WOW!

The contest was showcased in a wonderful
evening of glittering star-studded entertainment,
superbly compered by that Jovely Simon
Gresswell. There was comedy, and there was
music. Oh, what music! Musical director Neil
Chesher put together a wonderful musical
programme, including the vocal talents of
Simon “Mac” Gresswell, Hayley “Love”
Wilkinson, and Bridget “Crazy” Brandon. And
at the beginning of the second half Nigel and
Ant Palmer gave us one hell of a fugue [but
opening the windows soon cleared it ~ Ed].

Of course, the main event was the Miss Aston
Abbotts contest itself, presided over by the
event promoter, Mr Smoothie himself—Jonny
Delfont-Whyte. I was all of a tremble as Jonny
introduced the three contestants. First, Miss
Aston Abbotts 1979 - as glamorous as ever -
she received a rapturous reception from the
packed audience.

The second contestant - a ten-months pregnant
Miss Butcher’s Block from Quainton — then
strode slowly to the stage as some of the men
shuffled uneasily and looked at the floor. 1
couldn’t help but notice that Miss Butcher’s
Block was not walking at all well and I tackled
her about it during a little girly chat later in
evening. She said it was because the skirt she
was wearing was so short that the draught gave
her chapped thighs. Well I told her that us girls
often have a little chap between the thighs, but
that’s no excuse for bad deportment - know
what I mean?

The third and final contestant, Miss East Berlin,

marched upon the stage amidst hissing and boos from the
crowd. Cracking a riding crop against her manly thighs she
glowered at the audience. A lone dissenter, a protester, stood
and shouted to be heard. He denounced the contest, and
denounced the contestants as ‘dogs’. We girls were appalled.
“You are all ugly,” he shouted at the contestants. Then he
rounded on promoter Jonny Delfont-Whyte, “and you - you are
the ugliest of the lot,” — an assertion which drew a ripple of
sympathetic applause from the crowd. Miss East Berlin
grabbed the microphone. Her lip curled, almost hiding her
small black moustache, as she snarled, “Vot eez your name?”.
“Don’t tell him, Dave,” yelled Neil Chesher.

With the protestor ejected it was left to Jonny Delfont-Whyte to
extract useful beauty tips from Miss Aston Abbotts (“marry
someone younger”), Miss Butcher’s Block (“just say yes”), and
Muiss East Berlin (“shave your chest at least twice a week™).
Then Neil “over-saxed” Chesher whipped out his clapometer

R ALIEAY, J

t Berlin: “Ich denke, daf8 Jonny Delfont-Whyte sehr reizvoll
ist—er hat reizende haarige Beine. Er ist die Kugeln des Hundes”

getia
Miss Eas

and we shrieked and screamed Miss Aston Abbotts 1979 to a
well-deserved victory.

It was a wonderful evening of glamour, excitement, and fame,
but as we left the question on everybody’s lips was “would
Miss Aston Abbotts return to defend her title in 2029”?

~ Virginia Bittava-Pickle (Miss)
Our thanks to Neil Chesher, John Whyte, Nigel Palmer and
Simon Gresswell, who all worked so hard to put on this year’s
show. Thanks also to all of the performers, to Francesca Bean

Jor organising the food, to Dave Lewis for the electrics, to

those who helped set-up and take down, and to Peter Knight for
transport.

If there is another Miss Aston Abbotts context next year
perhaps Ginny would like to enter and give us the low-down on
what really goes on behind the scenes! ~ Ed,
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¥ Woodland Flowers
* vy Margaret Jarvis

Tel/Fax: 01908 503502 Mobile: 0403 197799

‘ Thrift Wood, Buckingham Rd, wWhaddon

Milton Keynes MK17 OEQ,

Wingrave Netball Club

7-9 year olds,  9-10 am every Saturday during term time at WINGRAVE
SCHOOL. {£1 per session)

10-13 year olde,  9-10 am every Saturday during term time at
WINGRAVE NEWPARK. Contact Sandy (coach) if interssted on 688952

14 yrs—adults, 10-11.30 am every Saturday at WINGRAVE NEWPARK
{£1.50 per session)

ALL NEWCOMERS ARE MADE VERY WELCOME

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT KAREN 01525 240869

Steart Farm
Boarding Kennels

Stewkley Road, Cublington
Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds

p \’,
Lakeside Trout & Coarse Fishery
Lakeside Farm, Wing Road, Cublington

Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 OLF
Tel: 01296 682201 Aylesbury 688764

.I...I--.l..-I-I.I-I-I.I.-.I.I.I

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams
‘/Sausages

v’ Pies

v Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel: 01296 641207

" " " " " e e e e " " e
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Spacious Kennels in open
countryside catering to
your pets needs

I-I-I.-.I..-I.I.I.I-I.
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A Short Break At The Ring 0’ Belils In Cornwall

hen Andy and Sally told us they were taking over a pub

near Padstow we told them we would love to visit them.
We know Padstow and the surrounding area so well having had
many holidays there with our children over the years. Our
surname, Curnow, being the Celtic name for Cornwall maybe
has something to do with our love of the place.

1 don’t expect that Andy and Sally thought for a minute that
anyone would visit so soon but in November we had just three
days together when it was convenient for us and for them.
What a warm welcome awaited us. In the cosy lounge with
friendly local people around the bar at 4.30pm on a Tuesday we
heard how the pub had been run down with few customers in
recent times. However Andy and Sally are determined to build
the place up to be a real community pub with darts and pool
teams. We certainly saw evidence of this over the few days that
we were there. The pub was busy at lunchtimes but literally
jumping in the evenings and, even after the chef had gone
home, Andy and Sally leapt into the kitchen to cook a few
more meals to keep the punters happy.

On our first evening we had a super meal with Andy, Sally and
Janet and Mick (Sally’s Mum and Dad) and heard all about
their plans for the pub. They had all been working flat out for a
couple of weeks but everything was now “coming together”.
The customers were all full of praise for the changes made and
we heard nothing but lovely compliments from so many
people, not least about the food.

Pete the chef has put together a fantastic menu which is so

extensive that 1 haven’t got room here to describe it. There are
the usual basics for the less adventurous but with mussels, duck
with red onion and thyme sauce, lamb shank, scallops in a half
shell with garlic, monkfish skewered on lemon grass and many
other delicious sounding and looking dishes we’d have had to
stay for a month to have tried them all. The home made
Cornish crab soup was to die for.

Sunday roasts for £4.95, Curry nights (chef’s night off so Sally
cooks), Two lunches for £5 from a selected menu and two
evening meals for £10 on weekdays means the restaurant is
pretty full most of the time.

We can vouch for the fact that Andy and Sally are giving
fantastic value for money and are working incredibly hard to
give the local people a warm, friendly place to meet and relax.
Andy had been on a licensee’s course prior to our visit and
went to court to collect his licence whilst we were there so he is
now a fully fledged landlord.

They have a few bedrooms and provide B & B. We were given
a lovely, spacious double room and after a “few” relaxing
drinks we slept very well indeed.

There are so many people in the village here who are planning
to visit Andy and Sally and I would suggest you get your
booking in fast. St Issy itself is only a small village but people
are now coming in from Padstow and Wadebridge to visit the
Ring O’Bells which we can assure you is a very nice place to
be.

~ Geoff and April Curnow

Are you looking for something
else out of life?

| am looking for people of any age to join a club/organisation in Wingrave and surrounding areas
to discuss, and participate in the art of photography.

| am a commercial/social photographer and this is what | am proposing:-

e A dedicated page on my web-site for information, tips and views

¢ Meetings at the community centre on a monthly basis (depending on response)

e Specific information and advise on all aspects of film/digital equipment and software

¢ Technical advice on lighting and getting the best results from your camera/printer with

practical demonstrations and workshops

e Answers on the great film vs digital debate, dpi, resolution, Mb, pixels and gremlins
e Putting your new found knowledge to the test with competitions

e Opportunity to increase your buying power as a club or organisation
e Meet other people who have the same interests

¢ Organised trips to specific locations for photography/trade shows etc
Please reply to :- Nigel Crump > dwpi@gotadsl.co.uk <

07976 220017 or 01296 688466

Urauary 2005
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Lambskin Coats
Flying Jackets
Wool Lined Leather
Waistcoats
Wheelchair Seat
Covers

Rugs

Babycare Rugs
Car Seat Covers
Trapper Hats
Leather Gloves
Insoles Etc

Quality
Painting & Decorating

by Adrian Bystra

Tel:01290 L88429
www.ambdecorate.com

Burston Hill Farm Weedon Rd Aston Abbotts
For further information or a brochure call us on:
Aylesbury (01296) 681218 or visit www.talbotsheepskin.co.uk

Moccasins
Mules
Slippers
Bootees
Ladies Hats
Lambskin Gloves
Childrens :
Bootz
Moccasins
Mitts
Strollerfleece
Hats Etc

Page 24 - The CHRONICLE
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The Czechoslovaks at Aston Abhotis

Benes in Puiney

Dr Edvard Bene§ became President of Czechoslovakia in 1935.
Following the Munich Agreement of 29 September 1938,
Bene3 resigned and moved to Putney, London where he had a
nephew. His house was at 26 Gwendolen Avenue, Putney,
London SW15. A Greater London Council blue plaque on the
house says: “Dr. Edvard Benes 1884-1948 President of
Czechoslovakia lived here”. But he only remained there until
November 1940 when he moved to Aston Abbotts, because
Putney was no longer safe due to the Blitz.

Moving to Buckinghamshire

R.H. Bruce Lockhart, British Representative to the
Czechoslovak government in exile, who based at Woburn,
wanted to find Bene§ a place that was near the Secret
Operations Executive (SOE) and the Political Warfare
Executive (PWE) at Woburn, Bedfordshire, which were
connected to Bletchley Park. New locations were arranged
through Anthony de Rothschild of Ascott House, Wing who
was a friend of both Bruce Lockhart and Jan Masaryk, the
Czechoslovak Ambassador in London. The Rothschilds
contacted friends of theirs in the Whaddon Chase Hunt.

Safe-houses in Bucks

Three houses were leased in the Aylesbury Vale for use as safe-
houses by the Czechoslovaks.

"The Abbey" at Aston Abbotts was rented from the Captain
Harold Morton, Master of the Whaddon Chase Hunt and a
Major in the Home Guard. President Bene$ lived there with his
family and household. "The Old Manor House" at Wingrave
was leased from the Countess of Essex as a safe-house for the
families of President Bene§'s Cabinet of the Government-in-
Exile; and "Addington House" at Addington near Winslow was
leased as a safe-house for families of the Czechoslovak
Military Intelligence. Czechoslovak officials travelled to Aston
Abbotts for meetings with President Bene$ or to their offices in
London each day returning to the safety of Wingrave or
Addington each evening. In the air of secrecy that was part of
the war, these locations were little known outside the
Czechoslovak authorities and the villages they were in. On the
Czechoslovak newsreel Aston Abbotts was referred to as "the
President's Country Seat".

Bodyguards

Bene§ always had a personal bodyguard who accompanied him
on his trips. One of the bodyguards Vladimir Pavezka, wrote
in his memoirs: "1 was given the job of accompanying Bene¥
when he carried out various official duties. I met a number of
notables at the time including several heads of state when they
visited Aston Abbotts and one occasion, Winston Churchill
himself." Mary Pavezka, Vladimir's widow, visited Aston
Abbotts in June 2004 and met Colin Higgs, Victor Scott and
Bernard Osborn, and she was delighted to see the village where
her husband used to work.

Presidential Guards

During the war there were over 5,000 Czechoslovak troops
stationed around England in the Czechoslovak Brigade. First
they were based in the grounds of Cholmondeley Castle in
Cheshire, moving to the Leamington Spa area in October 1940.
President Bene3 had a small guard at his house in Putney and
these moved with him to Aston Abbotts. At first the
presidential guards lived in tents near Norduck Drive. Later in

early 1941 three Nissen huts and a canteen hut were built by
Italian prisoners of war. Two of the Nissen huts remain in the
grounds of 2 Abbey Cottages. The guards were known as the
"Czechoslovak Special Defence Platoon". From 1940 they
came on a three-week rota from Leamington Spa with each unit
of the Czechoslovak Brigade taking it in turns to send a
platoon, arriving by truck. In summer 1942 the Czechoslovak
Army left Leamington Spa and moved to Yeovil, Somerset and
then the presidential guard went permanent. The soldiers
guarded the three roads into Aston Abbotts and challenged
approaching strangers.

Aston Abbotts School Globe

President Bene$ sometimes used to visit the school in Aston
Abbotts. On 24th December 1942 Dr and Mrs Bene$ sent a
large globe to the school headmistress, Mrs Brock, as a
Christmas gift to the school. After the war a label was put on
the globe that reads: "This globe was presented to this School
on the 24th December 1942, by Dr. Benes, late President of
Czechoslovakia. He resided at The Abbey during the 1939-45
war." Since 9 November 1987 the globe has been kept in the
Bucks County Museum collection at Aylesbury.

Crossroads Bus Shelter

After leaving primary school, children from Wingrave and
Aston Abbotts would travel to Aylesbury Grammar School by
bus from the Crossroads on the Aylesbury Road, A418,
midway between Aston Abbotts and Wingrave. Dr Benes often
passed them getting wet in the rain. In September 1943 Dr
Benes gave Wingrave Parish Council £150 towards the shelter,
for the use of the people of Aston Abbotts and Wingrave. A
ceremony was held on Saturday 15th April 1944 when the bus
shelter was formally handed over by Jaromir Smutny, Bene§'s
Chancellor to the stewardship of the Parish of Wingrave. The
ceremony was attended by notable people from Aston Abbotts
and Wingrave. In 1992 a plaque was placed on the bus shelter
which reads: "This bus shelter was donated by President Benes
of Czechoslovakia to thank the people of Aston Abbotts and
Wingrave whilst he and his cabinet were in exile here during
World War II"

Aston Abbotts School Fund

When he left the village, Edvard Benes left the Aston Abbotts
School Managers £100 for the benefit of the school. The
money known locally as "the Bene§ Fund" paid for, amongst
other things, a school climbing frame, erected in the grounds of
the school after the war. On Friday 18th July 1975 when Aston
Abbotts School closed the climbing frame was moved to the
village recreation ground, where it remains today.

Lockhart's tribute

In 1944 as part of a 60th birthday tribute to President Benes,
organised by Jan Opoéensky, R.H. Bruce Lockhart wrote:

"I still see the President almost weekly. I still find the
atmosphere of Aston Abbotts stimulating and the house itself
one of the most pleasant to spend a night.. In this little English
village the small Czech community that surrounds the President
are greatly liked and respected, ... the villagers regard the
Czechs as their special war proteges. Here the Czechs will
leave behind them a reputation for cleanliness, fair dealing and
scrupulous regard for English law and order. One day I feel

(Continued on page 33)
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European Body Wassage
Jndian Head Wassage 3
N YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
Telephone Wel Eden

07989 470131 or 01296 398734
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Tel: (01296) 688117

www.countrystylehair.co.uk

THE CHRONICLE

Advertising rates per annum

FULL PAGE Back £70
Inside £ 40
HALF PAGE Back £ 40
Inside £ 25
QUARTER PAGE Back £25
Inside£ 15
EIGHTH PAGE Back £15
Inside £ 10

Front page 1/8" size per month £ 5
OTHER SIZES Inside £ 10

Seasonal, short term, or one-off ads are
also accepted at these rates

Send copy and cheque payable to
“The Chronicle’ to

Claire Gresswell
19 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Bucks

01296 682949
cgresswell@abbotts19 fsnet.co.uk

ASTON ABBOTTS
CHURCH ROOM

%

Available for
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Folk Evenings
Dances : Bingo
Just about anything!

Maximum 60 people

For further details call
Doris Scutchings on
01296 681243

Cost £5 per hour +
metered electricity

£2.50 per hour + metered
electricity for Parish
residents
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The Aston Abbotis & Cublington Ladies Club

2nd Dec. 2004

The Ladies Club met in the Church Room where 18 members
were present. An apology of absence was received from Kim
White. We began with the minutes of our last meeting being
read by Shirley Ford and signed by Joan Alexander. There
followed a a general discussion concerning our Carol Service,

due to be held at St James Church Aston Abbotts on Dec. 16th,

starting at 2.30pm. Four members were chosen to read lessons
and it was agreed that this Service should be followed by tea in
the Church Room.

Chairman Joan Alexander read a letter from a charity called
Sight Savers in which they described their work around the
world. Our members decided to donate £27.00 to their cause.

Looking forward to next year, it was agreed that on Jan. 6th
2005 we would entertain ourselves with members giving talks
of two minute on any subject.

Joan then introduced Mrs Pat Treenkfield who showed us how
to make five beautiful Christmas arrangements. During this
demonstration she told us about Christmas's in hospital while
she was nursing. She was afterwards thanked by Jane.

A special raffle was held resulting in five lucky members going
home with 'Christmas arrangements'.

Whilst tea and biscuits were being served by Avril Bradley
Davis and Audrey Stephenson, a collection was made for The
Chiltern Air Ambulance.

16th Dec. 2004

Today, the Ladies Club held their annual Carol Service in St
James Church Aston Abbotts where 28 members and friends
were present. Rev. Siv Tunnicliffe took the Service and the
four readings were given by April Curnow, June Brine, Carol
Maurice and Shirley Ford. Evelyn Griffiths accompanied the
carols by playing her electric organ.

After the Service we all went into the Church Room where
Aston Abbotts
members had laid
tables with Christmas
decorations and a
delicious buffet tea.

The Chairman
welcomed everyone
and we then helped
ourselves to tea
during which
everyone received a
present. A a pot plant
was presented to
Evelyn for playing for
us. The collection,
which wiligoto a
charity raised £29.50.

~ Shirley Ford

=6 C;

BEAUTY TREATMENTS!

NAILS, FACIALS, MAKE-UP

AND HAIR.

SPECIALIZE IN WEDDINGS & OTHER FORMAL EVENTS.
CALL HAYLEY 07742869430 FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

Unauary 2005
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THE VILLAGE SCRAPBOOKERS
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ARE YOUR

PHOTOGRAPHS IN A
BOX OR CUPBOARD ?

The workshops for preserving your
precise photographic memories.
5 These can be held in small groups
of friends & family, or a complete
day workshops which are held
throughout the year for existing

scrapbookers to complete there al-

4 4

We can help you preserve your
precise memories in a safe,
meaningful scrapbook for
generations to come with no more

&

fading of photographs. bums with no
Your priceless photographs capture interruptions and to share ideas
your special friends, events & with other scrapbookers, these
stories of your life in original workshops are ideal for new scrapbookers to have fun &
colour. encouragement and to try a new hobby.

For bookings & further details on workshops please contact
Mrs Elaine Harris 01296 681116 or 07905 366899 (Evenings)
Mrs Laurette Draper 07766 727753 (Daytime)
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. WINGRAVE PRE-SCHOOL 3
: ;T \?
;, for ages 2% - 5 %’
. - W
& Monday to Friday 9:30 - 12:00 &
LY The Community Centre, Church Street, Wingrave &
* Qualified staff &
Ly Ofsted inspected &,
g} Government voucher scheme for 3-4 year olds :x,
& Children’s learning is promoted in a friendly 8
* & fun atmosphere ®
& Contact: *
ia Claire Upton on 01296 681700 or Sonya Hardy on 01296 688833 ;5
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A Diet For Cats

Most diets fail because we are still thinking and eating like
people. For those us who have never had any success dieting,
now there is the new Cat Miracle Diet!

Most cats are long and lean (or tiny and petite). The Cat
Miracle Diet will help you achieve the same lean, svelte figure.
Just follow this diet for 4 days and you’ll find that you not only
look and feel better, but you will have a whole new outlook on
what constitutes food. Good Luck!

Pay One

Breakfast: Open can of expensive gourmet cat food. Any
flavor as long as it cost more than 75p per can -- and place 1/4
cup on your plate. Eat 1 bite of food; look around room
disdainfully. Knock the rest on the floor. Stare at the wall for a
while before stalking off into the other room.

Lunch: Four blades of grass and one lizard tail. Throw it back
up on the cleanest carpet in your house.

Dinner: Catch a moth and play with it until it is almost dead.
Eat one wing. Leave the rest to die.

Bedtime snack: Steal one green bean from your spouse’s or
partner’s plate. Bat it around the floor until it goes under the
refrigerator. Steal one small piece of chicken and eat half of it.
Leave the other half on the sofa. Throw out the remaining
gourmet cat food from the can you opened this morning.

Day Two
Breakfast: Picking up the remaining chicken bite from the

sofa. Knock it onto the carpet and bat it under the television set.

Chew on the corner of the newspaper as your spouse/partner
tries to read it.

Lunch: Break into the fresh French bread that you bought as
your part of the dinner party on Saturday. Lick the top of it all
over. Take one bite out of the middle of the loaf.

Afternoon snack: Catch a large beetle and bring it into the
house. Play toss and catch with it until it is mushy and half
dead. Allow it to escape under the bed.

Dinner: Open a fresh can of dark-colored gourmet cat food --
tuna or beef works well. Eat it voraciously. Walk from your
kitchen to the edge of the living room rug. Promptly throw up
on the rug. Step into it as you leave. Track footprints across the
entire room.

Day Three

Breakfast: Drink part of the milk from your spouse’s or
partner’s cereal bowl when no one is looking. Splatter part of it
on the closest polished aluminum appliance you can find.

Lunch: Catch a small bird and bring it into the house. Play
with it on top of your down-filled comforter. Make sure the
bird is seriously injured but not dead before you abandon it for
someone else to have to deal with.

Dinner: Beg and cry until you are given some ice cream or
milk in a bowl of your own. Take three licks/laps, and then turn
the bowl over on the floor.

Final Day

Breakfast: Eat 6 bugs, any type, being sure to leave a
collection of legs, wings, and antennae on the bathroom floor.
Drink lots of water. Throw the bugs and all the water up on
your spouse’s or partner’s pillow.

Lunch: Remove the chicken skin from last night’s chicken-to-
go leftovers your spouse or partner placed in the trash can.
Drag the skin across the floor several times. Chew on it in a
corner and then abandon.

Dinner: Open another can of expensive gourmet cat food.
Select a flavor that is especially runny, like Chicken and
Giblets in Gravy. Lick off all the gravy and leave the actual
meat to dry and get hard.

22 Reasons Why The English
Language Is So Hard To Learn

The bandage was wound around the wound.

The farm was used to produce produce.

The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
We must polish the Polish furniture.

He could lead if he would get the lead out.

The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was
time to present the present.

A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.

10. When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.

11.1did not object to the object.

12. The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

o ® NN RN

13. There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.
14. They were too close to the door to close it.

15. The buck does funny things when the does are present.
16. A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
17. To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
18. The wind was too strong to wind the sail.

19. After a number of injections my jaw got number.

20. Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
21.1had to subject the subject to a series of tests.

22. How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?

(Zmaafy 2005
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“We drank here, socialized here, and sp we bought’ the Pub!”

WINNER OF

o Well Kept Real Ale

Freshly Prepared Food
served Tuesday to Sunday,

) “ « No Smoking Area

! { .,,Mpé 31.;.“51" e wide Range of Wines e

¥ Babed™ e Sky TV

e Take Away Food

5 * Off Sales

e Games Machine

OPEN: In Stewkley, on |
Monday 16:30 to 23:00 the junction of
Tuesday—Friday 12:00 to 15:00 High Street

g 16:30 to 23:00 South, Wing

Saturday 12:00 to 23:00 Road, and
Sunday 12:00 to 22:30 ' Dunton Road.

Ba Staff Requnred
’E01525 240272
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he public consultation process ended on November 8th

and Luton Airport must now collate all the responses and
submit a formal application to the DAP (Directorate of
Airspace Policy, a division of the Civil Aviation Authority).
There is no time limit to this part of the process, however we
believe the airport will want to submit its application sooner
rather than later.

Once at the DAP, the application is considered by a series of
committees before a decision is taken. There is a set timescale
for this process.

Should the application be declined, then the airport can submit
another application at a future date, but they must go through
another public consultation process (minimum 12 weeks).

Shouid the application be approved, then the new route and
airspace must be published through the normal channels and all
air traffic controllers trained accordingly. This is time-
consuming and should things not be ready by April 2005, then
the next opportunity to introduce Option 3a is September 2005
(because of CAA procedures).

PAVAN responded as an official consultee and honed in on: 1)
Lack of safety-case documentation 2) Questionable
Environmental Report, with comments from the Institute of
Environmental Managers and Assessors 3) Consultation
process that fell short of CAA and Government guidelines.

Just before the consultation closed, John Bercow MP and 1
visited the DAP in London to emphasise our case and counter
requests by Andrew Selous MP (Southwest Beds) that Option
3a would be ok if it flew north of Leighton Buzzard, i.e. over
more of the Vale!!! In any event, this would make it more like
Option 3, which was rejected in 2003 because of strong
representations from Milton Keynes Borough and Cranfield
Airfield.

Geoff Twiss (PAVAN Exec and Chairman of PAIN) then met
with the Aviation Minister at the Department for Transport. He
accompanied Andrew Selous and the Leighton Buzzard reps.

Aylesbury Vale’s representation on the airport’s consultative
committee (_www.llacc.com_ (http://www.llacc.com/) ) was
strengthened by the election of a representative from Bucks

Association of Local Councils (BALC) - me (I’m a Parish
Councillor for Stewkley Parish)! Since Beds and Herts local
councils already have a representative, a similar presence from
Bucks was only right. I had my first 4-hour meeting on
Monday and am still recovering,.

Next month, we are meeting with a specialist lawyer to see if

there is room for legal action should the 3a decision go against
us. If he says no, then at least we’ve know and we’ve tried our
best. If he says yes, then get ready for some hectic fundraising.

You might have read in the newspapers that TBI1, who own the
operating lease at the airport (from Luton Borough Council,
LBC) has been sold (subject to paperwork) to a Spanish
consortium whose balance sheet is more appropriate for the
funding of major expansion. However:

1) The Judicial Review in the High Court that concerns
Luton Expansion as part of the Government’s White
Paper is scheduled for next week

2) The Airport has not yet produced its Airport Master
Plan, due by the end of 2005

3) The operating lease expires 2024 and negotiations to
extend the lease are ongoing.

4) And don’t forget Option 3a. That is needed to cope
with more traffic. In other words, nothing is certain.

Allied to the above is John Prescott’s (Deputy PM) massive
housing plans for the south east which, according to his
documents, rely heavily on expansion at the airport, in other
words, he is predetermining any planning application from the
airport. And you thought we lived in a democracy??! If you’d
like to respond to the consultation then please visit
wWwWw.go-em.gov.uk .

We at PAVAN intend to forget about all of this for at least one
day over Christmas and we wish you and yours a relaxing and
joyous festive season, and a huge thank you for your
continuing support.

Rachel Webb

PAVAN—Protect Aylesbury Vale Against Noise

www.pavan.org.uk

01525 240950

If you didn't do it in 2004
- make 2005 the year you do!

Soon the Christmas tree will have dropped its needles on the carpet, and Turkey Curry will be
on the menu (again)! And are you already thinking about this years resolution and wondering
how long before it's broken! Then why not make a resolution that is easy to stick to, because
you will enjoy doing it, meet like minded people, make loads of new friends, learn something
new, feel good about yourself and best of all you will make a difference.

Give something back to the community

For a free copy of our Time Givers Guide' detailing nearly 600 voluntary opportunities contact
Vale Volunteers on 01296 337456, or look on our websites

www.valevolunteers.org.uk

www.do-it.org.uk
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Aylesbury Vale District Council

Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996

NO FOULING

“The' Toy Chest

,‘,,,,VTradltmnaIiWooden Toys, v

Hama, Tantxlx plus much more .

0p__en Monday to Satqrday 9-5 : |

TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN
CLEAN IT UP THE CHRONICLE PLEASE
OR MAXIMUM PENALTY £1000 CONTACT CLAIRE
This applies to the Recreation Ground GRESSWELL ON
l .
and all footpaths and verges inside 01296 682949

the 30 mph limit

R i
i vttt

s TS

-~ Electrical Contractors T

and Property Maintenance

e st e o

Additional sockets to re-wires « Storage Heater installations
Showers and immersion heaters « Outside Lighting
- Electrical testing and inspection « Fault Finding

T e e e o
et e e et e e

Portable appliance testing

All types of other domestic maintenance undertaken
* No job to small

ettt vt o e s

Free estimates

t Tel: 01296 712776  Mobile: 07812 070147  Tel: 01582 668698
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Clergy Comment

/ never find writing an article for January very easy. The
trouble is that -inevitably - it has to be written at the start of
December. 1 am still trying to get my head round Christmas and
all the various extra Services that need to be planned, so the
thought of this being read as Christmas passes into the history
books is challenging, to say the least.

But, anyhow, | hope that you will have had a very good
Christmas, and that the New Year will be both peaceful and
prosperous for you.

In preparing for the Christmas Services, I try to make sure that
they are never just repeats of what we did last year. There
needs to be something that is new and fresh about them. Of
course the story has to be the same - the birth of the Son of God
in the stable in Bethlehem. But each year we need to come
again to that story and see it from a new and different
perspective.

As each New Year starts we are unsure what it will hold for us.
We never know what is around the corner - it might be good or
it might not. Until we turn that particular corner we shall never
find out.

We can predict with a fair degree of accuracy that the year will
contain three hundred and sixty five sunrises, and the same
number of sunsets. But we do not know how many of them we
shall see. Some will be hidden by banks of cloud. Some will
pass unnoticed because, at the time, other events in our lives
will seem to be of greater significance.

There seems to me to be very little point in trying to guess in
advance what will happen. There are the things for which we
shall need to plan and prepare, but there will be many other
things happening, of greater or lesser importance, which will
just hit us like the proverbial bolt out of the blue. We have no
idea what they will be - all we can do is to be ready to respond
as appropriately as we can when the time comes.

That sounds a bit negative - and may sound more up-beat as
“Make the most of every opportunity that comes your way”.
We can see everything that comes to us either as something
that needs to be endured or as an opportunity to be grasped -
something that will help us grow. We can either simply put up

(Continued from page 25)

that the President and his wife will look back with kindly
thoughts on this English village which has been their enforced
home. It will not forget them."

Memorials to the Czechoslovaks in Aston
Abbotts

From time to time Czechs arrive in Aston Abbotts, but today
there is little physical reminder of the time the Czechoslovaks
were there except two Nissen huts, the climbing frame on the
recreation ground and a plaque on the bus shelter.

Czechoslovak VE Day Weekend
During the first weekend of May 2005 there is the idea to have
a Czechoslovak VE Day Weekend, to mark the 60th
anniversary of the end of the war, which the Czech Embassy is
keen to support.

~ Neil Rees

Contact: neilrees@studge.freeserve.co.uk

with things in the hope that they will eventually no longer
bother us, or we can rise to the challenges that life presents to
us.

So as we try to think about the New Year - and perhaps make
Resolutions - how about trying to adopt a more positive
outlook on life? Just think of all those opportunities that are
just waiting for us - chances for us to discover more about the
marvellous World in which we live and more about the God
who created this wonderful world, and who sent his Son to
show us the greatness of his Love.

~ Bob Willmott

wo men are standing at the top of a cliff. One has two
budgies, one on each shoulder. The other has a parrot and
a shotgun.

The first guy jumps off the cliff and on the way down the birds
fly away. He crashes on the rocks below and rolls over on his
back. He looks up just in time to see his friend jump off too.

As the second guy falls the & parrot flies off, he pulls up his
shot gun and shoots the bird just before he too crashes onto the
rocks.

They lie there groaning in agony for a bit before the first guy
says, “I really don’t see what is supposed to be so great about.
budgie jumping!”

The second guy lets out a groan and says, “I’m really not too
impressed with free-fall parrot shooting either!”

&= VINTAGE ~=

VEHICI.E

99 tod aloe
tharty

display

PHRRING o Licensed Bar
Trade Crands © » [raft Marq Ehmtﬁ:mns
MY Jumb\lti ‘:‘ P:l?i - punDog g Show © > Oth
Hehcopte .

ADMISSION : £4.00
OAP’s £3.00, UNDER 14'S FREE

SUNDAY 151« MAY "5

5.00pm

WESTON ROAD - ASTON CLINTON

NEXT TO
i AVLESBURY RUGBY CLUB

on the flay
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%  HARDWICK
PRE-SCHOOL

- We are asmall friendly village Pre-
School for children from 2 ‘Ayears
of age.

. Children 3years and over are free

We are open 5 momings per week
Mon-Fri 9.30-12.00

Focuwing on learning through play

§ (indoors and outdoors) and

#. working fogether with Whitchurch 4%
X CombinedSchool, 3*
@ To arrange a visit and meet our §;
w friendly caring staff please &
4 contact: I
5 Holly Searles: 0776227210 '3

RachelCope: 01296 640920

sxakat

Eide Rk

X
3
subject to Government funding. §
:ﬁé
¥
b 4
b 4

P

LEARNING FRENCH or
SPANISH CAN BE FUN

e With tuition at home that you can share
with friends

¢ Courses for complete beginners or any
level, at times to suit

¢ Includes background to the culture of the
country

¢ Plenty of variety, lots of practice (Social
and/or business)

e Tutor currently teaching in Cublington,
references can be supplied

Please phone Malcolm Burrell
for further information telephone

01525 221413

YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

COLIN HIGGS (Chairman)
6 Wingrave Road ~ 681343

KATE CURRY (Parish Clerk)
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane ~ 681137

MARGARET KENT
6 The Green ~ 681454

RICHARD CLARKE
Maplewood, The Green ~ 681286

JACKIE FARRANDS
1 Norduck Cottages ~ 681182

PETER SHORROCK
Qak Farm House ~ 681260

DICKIE DICKEN
Norduck House ~ 688577

TOM MANNING
The Bungalow, West Park Farm, Wing,
Beds, LU70PG

District Councillor

PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor

BRENDA JENNINGS
25, The Green, Soulbury ~ 01525 270610

Margaret Kent is Street Light Officer, so people should let

CHURCH ROOM
BOOKINGS

Please contact Colin Higgs on 681343 if you wish
to book the Church Room

Rates are as follows:

For Villagers: £5 per hour (plus metered
electricity) and £50 Booking
Deposit (Returnabie)

For Non-Villagers: £10 per hour (plus electricity)
and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

Pape 3% - The CHRONICLE
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The Chronicle Crossword

January 2005
5 [ 7
December Solutions
9 10
Across 1 Dinosaur 7 Noun 10 Rood
4 15 16 11 Eye 12 No 13 Oundle 19 What 16
Us 17 Beatify 19 SE 20 Tie 21 In 22
" " Ers 23 On 24 Liama 25 Up 27 Torso
30 Rome 32 Up 33 Co 36 Sven 37
24 " Cremation 41 Add 42 Deriding 43
Promise 46 Ra 47 On 48 Frau 51 Ice
52 Arboretum
26 27
Down 1 Drought 2 IOUS 3 Non 4
28 Oddbins 5 Area 6 Regina 7 New
Years 8 Unassumed 9 Note 14 Lee 18
SO Till 20 Torpedo 26 Pendulum 28 Our
29 Ocarina 31 Ova 34 Otis 35 101 37
3 Capri 38 Memo 39 Ide 40 NNE 44
RAC 45 HRT 48 Do 49 Fe 50 Au
38 39 40
Diagonal 1 Don Bellingham
45 46 47
49
ACROSS DOWN DIAGONAL 1 & 29 Home sweet home (5,7)
1 Antbear (8) 2 Pill(7)
6 Dislike intensely (4) 3 Rodent (3)
8 African Country abbr. (1,1) 4 Corner (5)
9 Domestic cattle (2) 5 Carp (3)
11 Chooses (4) 7 Like 20 but small and black (6)
13 Faintlight (7) 10 Festive season [slang] (4)
17 3.14159(2) 11  Musically dramatic (8)
18 Paints (4) 12 Chimney dust (4)
20  Green fly (5) 14 Orchestra (1,1,1)
22 Wrong (9) 15  Voter’s representative (1,1)
25  Father (2) 16  Question (2)
26  Wild revelries (5) 19 Immediate (7)
27 Flower (4) 21  Cretan maze designer (8)
28  Insect(3) 23 Bad(6)
30  Volunteer Reserve (1,1) 24 Notdown (2)
31  Railway enthusiast (5,4) 27 Our boys in blue (1,1,1)
35  Vastage (3) 29 Also(3)
36  Girl entering society (3) 30  Bath(3)
37  Wise bird (3) 32 Milkmen have them (6)
38  King who got his feet wet (6) 33 Gymnastic discipline (4)
41  Either (2) ‘ 34 Small fortress (4)
42  Insect that prays (6) 39 Man’s name (4)
45  Least warm (7) 40  Emmnie, ‘drove the fastest golf cart in the West? (3)
48  Good man (2) 41  Position on (4)
49  Sliding window (4) 43 Question (3)
50  Foreign cars (6) 44  Television Company (1,1,1)
46  Californian city (1,1)
47 Another 16 (2) Compiled by John Hardcastle
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ﬁ#&é@#%ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂ%&%ﬁ#&#ﬁ&%ﬂ%ﬁ Chiltern Lifestyles

% M W Flow ery o back H;alth - Fl;ness -I':herapy
et back into shape for the

%

¥ by Sally Roff summer with one to one Personal

# for Training

Get Fit . Stay motivated
Enjoy our private gym
Take advantage of our nutritional advice
Achieve your health & fitness goals
Book your FREE consultation today

Wedding and Function Flowers
From Beautiful Bouquets to Innovative
and Vibrant Arrangements for Church

and Reception

N

Sports Massage Therapy

Rehabilitation following injury or iliness

b

We also offer a comprehensive Linen and

Banqueting HireSevc To comlinrt your cning i regamme
m 3'72&6:324?26 Keep Fit Classes at
€ Wing Village Hall

E\‘Eﬂiﬂg 0|296 688852 Thursday eveningsg- call novgv to book your place.

’ In association with Meadow Marquees, Call now for more information or to book
Cheddington 01296 688664
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mm_ﬁﬂ%.ﬁm%ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ %‘& % m m‘%% # # % m % # Member of the Nationai Register of Premier Trainers and Theraplists

THINKING ABOUT
HOLIDAYS NEXT YEAR?

We have a holiday home for rent in
LYME REGIS, DORSET
for weekends or weekly lets all year round.
Sleeps 4-5. Close to town and beaches,
beautiful views overlooking
Lyme Bay and Golden Cap.

Ring Helen and Simon Dowling for further details

01525 383315
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St James Church

Church Services

Date

2" Jan
Epiphany

9* Jan
Baptism of
Christ

16" Jan
Epiphany 2
23" Jan
Epiphany 3

30" Jan
2 before Lent

6" Feb
1 before Lent

Wing

8.00 Communion
(extension)

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Family
Communion
18.00 Evensong

8.00 Communion
10.00 People’s
Praise

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Joint
Communion

8.00 Communion
10.00 Parish
Communion

Wingrave

10.00 Parish
Communion

8.00 Communion

10.00 Covenant

(at Methodist Ch.)

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Parish
Communion

Aston Abbotts

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Parish
Communion

10.00 Parish
Communion

18.00 Evensong

Communion

10.00 Parish
Communion

Cublington

10.00 Family
Service

8.45 Parish
Communion

10.00 Family
Communion

8.45 Parish

10.00 Family
Service

A Prayer Session takes place at 08.00 in Wingrave Church each Monday morning, whilst a Service of Holy

Communion takes place at 09.30 at Wing each Thursday morning.

Sunday Readings

2" Jan

Epiphany

ot Baptism of Christ

16" Epiphany 2

23 Epiphany 3

3o™ Presentation

6™ Feb

1 before Lent

Ephesians 3.1-12;
Matthew 2.1-12

Acts 10.34-43;
Matthew 3.13-17

1 Corinthians 1.1-9;
John 1.29-42

1 Corinthians 1.10-18;
Matthew 4.12-23

Hebrews 2.14-end;
Luke 2.22-40

2 Peter 1.16-21;
Matthew 17.1-9

From The Registers

11™ Dec Jordan, Harvey & Taylor Brown at Wingrave

22™ Dec James McDonald at Wingrave & Amersham

ST JAMES CHURCH
ASTON ABBOTTS
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rev Bob Willmott 681623
Gordon Kemp 681763
Shirley Ford 681865
Ann Goodman 681763
Andrew Ford 681865
Colin Higgs 681343

2" Jan
9th

16th
23rd
30“\

Mr G Kemp
Mr C Higgs
Mrs S Ford
Mr A Ford
Mr C Higgs

Ifyou are unable to do sidesman duty on your allocated date
please advise next on the list.

Church Flowers

8th /9th

15%/16™
22m4/a31d
29'"/30"

Ann Goodman
Donated

Mr C Higgs
Mrs Bean
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club Colin Higgs 681343 NHS Direct 24hr Medical Advice Line 0845 46 47
630 Ciub Andy Bystra 681690 Parish Clerk Kate Curry 681137
AVDC Switchboard 585858 Parish Council Leader  Colin Higgs 681343
Bingo Doris Scutchings 681243 Police Emergencies 999
Busses Arriva 468730 or 423445 Police Non-emergency 0845 8 505 505
Chronicle Advertising ~ Claire Gresswell 682949 Police Aylesbury 396000
Chronicle Distribution ~ Andy Bystra 681690 Police Wing Police Office 396163
Chronicle Editorial Phil Spooner 681544 Railways Chiltern 0870 516 5165
Church Mowing Rota ~ Gordon Kemp 681763 Rambler's Club Colin Higgs 681343
Church Room Redevelopment Tom Manning 07812 525703 Rector Reverend Bob Willmott 681623
Church Room Hire Colin Higgs 681343 Refuse Collection Enquiries 585510
Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 126 4056 Roads & Transport Colin Higgs 681343
Coach Trips Colin Higgs 681343 Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult 681262
Council Aylesbury Vale District 585858 RSPCA General Enquiries 08705 555 999
Council Bucks County Council 395000 Scouts Julia Ellis 681118
County Councillor Brenda Jennings 01525 270610 Shop (Osborn’s ) Bernard Osborn 681233
District Councillor Peter Cooper 681250 Toddlers Group Claire Greswell 682949
Fete Coordinator Jackie Farrands 681182 Whist Doris Scutchings 681243
Floral Class Colin Higgs 681343 Wingrave Preschool Claire Upton 681700
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000 Wingrave Post Office (PO only) 681011
Ladies Club Shirley Ford 681865 Wingrave School Office 681436
LBO Reports Colin Higgs 681343 Wingrave Stores Shop 681696
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies 482838

Mobile Library Buckingham Library 01280 813229 Please et us know of any evions ox emissions

%
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Aston Abbotts & Cublington Ladies Club
Programme for 2004/2005

Felif5Ceoms

01525 240249

October 7* Toybox Childrens Charity - Sarah George

October 21% Curtains and Cushions - Clare Shorrock ive ‘ an i _

November 4% Annusl Genera Mesting Give your body the attention it deserves......
November 18 Waddesdon Manor - Talk by Mr Keatin . . .
December 2™ Christmas Floral Decorations - Mrs Patg A full range of beauty treatments in a friendly and professional

Trunkfield atmosphere

December 16" 2005 Carol Service - Aston Abbotts

:anuary g‘;‘m g?:enai: ourTel‘\lt:§ a::ernoon N o Aromatherapy Massage
anuary ides - Pamela Wrig ) Facial T .
February 3" Slides - Spring Flowers of the Swiss Alps - G Q\QQS‘& &% : N{: ::ilcu rr;?,tgj?::i es
Atkins N > .
February 17  Talk by Joyce Whipps g’\‘\&% * Waxing
March 3" Spring Lunch & * Eye Treaments
March 17* R.S.P.C.A. - Talk by Richard Musgrave o Self Tanning
March 31% Snapshots of Italy - Peter Fellows e Gift Vouchers
April 14% Talk by St John's Ambulance
April 28" Crossroads, Caring for Carers - Talk by
Claire Dalton Introducing Fake Bake
u‘ . - - -
May 12 s:i‘t‘:'“' Afternoon - Lindsay Stafford The self tan of the stars - voted the best
May 26* Sight Savers - Talk organic self tanning in the USA
June 9"‘“’ Vale Speakers Club - Talk by Penny Dabten % | =~ 7 ronmoomomsmemmmmmsssmomossssmeosses
June 23 Competition Afternoon
July 7 Summer Outing Please call Clare to book an appointment or for more information
July 21¢ Garden Party on Stewkley (01525) 240249

For more information about these events, or to find out about the :Ladies Club,
please contact Shirley Ford on 681865, NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS WELCOME

PRI TR U SO 2 0 3 SRR SR R R R IR R R R RN R YR A P e
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Evening appointments avarlable
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‘What's On In January

Sunday 2™ Rambling Club members meet at Rowsham. 2 pm.
Thursday 6®  Ladies Club. Church Room. 2.15 pm. See elsewhere for
programme.
also Whist Drive. Church Room. 7.30 pm.

Tuesday 11" Floral Class. Church Room. 7 pm.

Wednesday 12" VE Day Czech Meeting. Church Room. 7 pm.

also Parish Council Meeting. Church Room. 8 pm.
Thursday 13™  Bingo (in aid of Whitby Lifeboat). Church Room. 7.30 pm.
Wednesday 19" NEW VILLAGE CENTRE Open Meeting. Church Room. 8 pm.

Thursday 20"  Whist Drive. Church Room. 7.30 pm.
Sunday 23

Saturday 29®  Allotment Rents due — please pay at the Church Room between

10.30 am and 12 noon.

Sunday 30"  Village footpath Walk. The Green. 2 pm.

Rambling Club Members Meet at Whipsnade 2 pm.

Book These Dates

Friday 29" April - Monday 2™
May. Czech VE Day Celebration
weekend

Saturday/Sunday 23"/34" July.
Festival and fete weekend

ALLOTMENT RENTS

We regret that these will be
increased to £7 per plot and £4
per half plot. Please pay at the
Church Room between 10.30 am
and 12 noon on Saturday 29"

WHITBY WEEK

TSUNAMI DISASTER

Donations can be made online at

www.dec.org.uk
To make a telephone donation call

0870 60 60 900

Disasters Emergency Committee - Registered Charity No. 1062638

Monday 27" June to Friday 1%
July. I have one twin room left.
Phone Colin on 681343

WE URGENTLY NEED
MORE WHIST
PLAYERS, IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED CONTACT
COLIN OR DORIS

Please don’t forget to tell us of
any events that you would like
included in the What’s On list

Classified

IRONING - Never enough time? Do you hate it? I
can help! Phone Denise on 077 9939 4752

CLEANING JOB SOUGHT in Aston Abbotts.
Good references. Reliable. Please phone Mary
on 681356.

Do you need a BABYSITTER? I am experienced in
looking after children of all ages and am willing to
offer my services. Contact Nikki on 01296 681413

Sarah Smith is available for BABYSITTING. Phone
01296 681373

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE in The Chronicle. Phone us on
01296 681544 or email editor@aachronicle.co.uk

INSTRUMENTAL TEACHING NOW
AVAILABLE FOR DRUMS AND CELLO

I have recently opened up a teaching space in
central Aylesbury and am eager to find new pupils
of all abilities. I aim to provide inspirational
instruction of an excellent standard. Interested?
Call Anthony on 01296 681152 or 07932 496164

Would anyone finding a
Christmas pudding not belonging
to them, please phone Rita on
681690 since her's 'escaped' on
the morning of the 25th!!
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

T.V. VIDEO AND
SATELLITE
SERVICING AND
GENERAL REPAIR

RENTALS, NEW
AND USED SALES

01296
682126

STOP PRESS: Dave Lewis Hunts A

01296
682126

Mouse In His kitchen

THE WAY DAVE TELLS IT THE WAY THE MOUSE TELLS IT

Page 0 - The CHRONICLE Vanaary 2005



